Ochratoxin A is a toxic metabolite produced by Aspergillus ochraceus Wilh., a mold that is widely distributed in nature. South African workers produced feeds toxic to rats, ducklings, and weaned white mice by growing strains of A. ochraceus on corn meal, wheat, rye, grain sorghum, rice, buckwheat, soybeans, and peanuts (6) . They isolated pure ochratoxin A along with ochratoxins B and C, the respective dechloro and ethyl ester of A, from corn meal inoculated with A. ochraceus and incubated (5) . Structures of these toxins have been proved by synthesis (3). Van der Merwe et al. (6) found that the acute toxicity of ochratoxin A to ducklings was of the same order as that of aflatoxin B1. When the toxin was administered orally to 1-day-old ducklings, there was a mild fatty infiltration of the liver; however, comparable doses in weanling rats caused severe liver lesions (4) .
There has been no report of any ochratoxin occurring as a natural contaminant in spite of the wide distribution of A. ochraceus in nature and the ability of the mold to produce the toxin on a number of substrates.
We decided to analyze for ochratoxin and zearalenone, as well as for afilatoxins, as part of a survey of corn received from commercial markets during 1967. Procedures have been developed whereby the three toxins could be determined simultaneously (2) . Samples (50 g) were extracted by shaking with chloroform (250 ml), water (25 ml), and diatomaceous earth (25 g). The mixture was filtered, and hexane (150 ml) was added to a sample (50 ml) of the filtrate. The chloroformhexane solution was placed on a column (22 mm diameter) packed with anhydrous sodium sulfate (5 g), silica gel (0.05 to 0.2 mm; 10 g), and anhydrous sodium sulfate (15 g). The column was washed with benzene (150 ml), and zearalenone, if present, was eluted with acetone-benzene (5:95, v/v; 250 ml). The column was then washed with anhydrous ether and eluted with methanolchloroform (3:97, v/v; 150 ml) to remove aflatoxins, if present. Ochratoxin was eluted last with glacial acetic acid-benzene (1:9, v/v; 250 ml).
Eluates were concentrated to dryness and taken LITERATURE CITED
